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-CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Since the year 1900 a great change has taken place on 
the American scene . The advent of the automobile has been 
partially responsible for this change . Until about 1920 
this change was gradual because the production of auto-
mobiles was slow and laborious. However , after World War I , 
a system of mass production was developed and automobiles 
were produced swiftly and relatively inexpensively. The 
country was not ready to deal with the problems that were 
the result of the labors of this new industry . 
The first major problem that became obvious to the 
people of America was the fact that there were not adequate 
roads and highways in the United States to accommodate the 
ever increasing number of vehicles built to use them. Great 
strides have been made in solving this problem . From the 
day of the citizen of a community working on grading the 
roads to help pay for his taxes, we have passed through an 
evolution of road building that has brought us to the major 
construction of the super highways . The Federal Government 
has now taken an interest in the necessity of a coast to 
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coast network of the super-type highway which can serve as a 
military highway system as well as a convenient means of 
shuttling traffic from one point to another . 
The second major problem was the increased amount of 
city traffic . City streets which were built before this 
era of motorization were no match for the tremendous volume 
of traffic that soon engulfed them . Communities were faced 
with the challenge of making their streets efficient . A 
new type of engineers called traffic engineers has been 
developed with the know-how to design causeways, parking 
facilities and arterial highways to clear the city streets 
of the clutter of traffic . From Boston, Massachusetts to 
Los Angeles, California, from Portland, Oregon to Miami, 
Florida projects of this type have been begun or completed 
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in recent years. In Massachusetts the first efforts were 
begun in 1920 when its people began talking about a 
circumferential highway to relieve the congestion in the city 
of Boston due to the necessity of through traffic having to 
pass through the heart of the metropolitan area. In 1929, 
the first plans for the new road were presented to the 
legislature . This highway, now known as sta te Route 128, 
has progressed steadily since the first contracts were let 
in 1936 until it is now nearly complete. 
The third major problem involves the frailty of human 
beings when put behind the wheel of an automobile face to 
face with the other two problems . Obviously, since there 
have been over a million fatalities since 1900 directly 
connected with the automobile and its driver, this is a 
problem which needs some serious consideration . 
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The desire of the public for some relief in this the 
most important problem has led to the organization of driver 
education and driver training programs . Before the ideas of 
this 1ro~ram occur red to the minds of the pioneers in driver 
education many solutions were attempted . Laws were passed 
by state le~islatures to allow for traffic control, courts 
be~an to take a look at the responsibilities of the auto-
mobile driver , new law enforcement agencies were established 
to enforce the new laws , and attempts were made by the insur-
ance companies to increase the premiums of the parties 
involved in automobile a ccident s . Human nature being what 
it is, all of these programs tended to break down . 
As early as 1930, dri ver ed~cation ~ro~rams be~an as 
a possible sol~tion to the problems of Americans and their 
automobiles . The concept of tea ching generations of youn~ 
people the fundamentals of driving while at the same time 
developing a new set of values and attitudes has appealed 
to the public . Consequently, the program of hi~h school 
driver education grew in leaps and bounds thro~h the 
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thirties and forties until now few high schools do not offer 
a driver education and road training program . 
In October 1949, the National Commission on Safety 
Education of the National Education Association called a 
National Conference on Hi~h-School Driver Education at 
Jackson ' s ~ill, wle st Virginia. Durin~ the conference the 
educators present outlined five~neral objective s of a hi~h 
1/ 
school driver education program . These were: 
1 . 11to develope in youn~ people a stron~ sense of 
personal and social responsibility for tne common 
welfare , particularly as it is affected by and 
involved in the op.::ration of motor vehicles . " ' 
2 . "to develope pride in "llaintaining hi~h stand-
ards of performance , particularly in the operation 
of motor vehicles . " 
3 . "to promote safe, efficient and enjoyable use 
of equipment and environment, especially of motor 
vehicles and highway . 11 
4 . 11to promote effective habits of cooperation in 
meeting problems of the common welfare, especially 
those concerned with the use of motor vehicles 
and highways ." 
5. "to preoare younp; people for socially useful 
vocations s uited to their individual ability , 
particularly those that involve the use of motor 
vehicles ." 
A second national conference on Driver Education was 
held at Michi~an State College at East Lansing, Michigan in 
November 1953 . At this conference much was duscussed and a 
!/Leon Brody and Herbert J . Stack, Highway Safet!_and Driver 
Education Prentice Hall Inc . New York 1954 P. b"f-69 
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number of recommendations were proposed . These suggested 
that driver education be included as a vital part of general 
education available to all young people, that the driver 
education program should be included in secondary schools at 
grade levels below, but nearest to, legal driving age, with 
full semester credit; and that driver training instruction 
should be provided for post secondary school and college 
1/ 
age young people .-
The third National Conference was held in September 
1958 at Purdue University with several new recommendations. 
Along with suggestions for improvement of driver training 
teachers ' qualifications and recommendations for increased 
classroom time for driver education, the conference proposed 
that there should be a requirement that persons under 18 
years of age must complete satisfactorily a driver education 
program before becoming eligible to receive a driver's y 
license . 
To date honest efforts have been made by educators to 
make driver education an integral part of the secondary 
school curriculum, but have they been successful in project-
ing their ideas to the individual schools and the general 
public? 
!/Op. cit ., p. 77-78 
g/Action for Safety Volume 11 N~ber 8 National Education 
Association; National Com~lssion on Safety Education . 
Washington, D. c. Nove~ber 1958 
CHAPTER II 
WHY A PAPER ON DRIVER EDUCATION? 
In preparing this paper the writer has decided to answer 
this question to his own satisfaction. 
The question "so what?" has occured to him many times 
and at times has almost convinced him that there is no need 
for such a thesis. Then he began thinking again of the 
number of times he has listened to broadcasts from the 
National Safety Council with their predictions of fatal 
accidents and reports of the actual fatalities and he is 
convinced that the only way to change this picture is to 
produce a whole generation of informed and educated drivers . 
Is the Driver Education and Training Program as offered 
in the high schools of America the answer? Do these programs 
live up to the goals that have been set, or are the programs 
operated because completing them represents a savings in 
insurance costs for a period of nine years? Have the high 
schools instituted a follow-up program to decide how effect-
ive their programs are in their own communities? How do 
high school administrators answer the lay critics who are 
loud and long in their criticism of the program and its cost? 
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Is this a frill of education that could be left to the 
private driving schools or is i t the responsibility of the 
public schools? Do t he resul ts of this program indicate 
that a driver training program should be a prerequisite to 
obtaining a drivers license? Is there any method of 
instruction which is common to all or several programs? The 
answers to these and many other questions are the just-
ification for a survey study of this type . 
Because of the tremendous difficulties in adequately 
covering this subject, it has been necessary to restrict 
the study to the high schools of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts . 
7 
CHAPTER III 
THE SURVEY 
The first step that was· taken in preparation for this 
survey was to decide what kinds of questions should be asked 
in a survey of this nature . The writer felt that it was 
necessary to know whether the schools involved had both a 
driver education and a driving training program . 
Driver education is a program of classroom instruction 
dealing with sP.veral phases of information about driving 
and automooiles. The Rep;istry of l'otor Vehicles in 
Massachusetts has a requirement of twenty clock hours of 
classroom work to qualify for the Massachusetts r.ertificate 
of ~rainin~. ~he National Edur.ation Association as well 
as the Massachusetts Registry of 1{otor Vehicles recommend an 
additional ten hours for completion of the program . 
Driver training is an on the road driving program . The 
requirement in Massachu.setts esta.blished by the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles is a minimum of six hours behind the wheel 
and six hours of observation of driving practices . This 
minimum requirement is to be extended to meet the individual 
needs of the learner. 
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In order to determine how the schools were training the 
eligible pupils, the survey had to contain several questions 
concerning the qualifications and sex of those allowed to 
participate and the oercentages of those eligible students 
who chose to take advantage of the program . 
Several questions were included to determine the 
incentive that draws students into the pr ogram . These in-
cluded a question concerning adademic credit, one concerning 
automobile clubs associated with the driver training program 
and, most important, a question concerning the incentive in 
future savings in insurance premiums . 
The next series of questions had to do with administ -
rative problems associated with this program in terms of 
cost and public relations in the community. The final 
question called for an opinion from the principals as to 
whether or not they believed that a driver education program 
should be a prerequisite to a driver's license. 
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For the second step it was necessary to decide who should 
be polled. From a list of the high schools in Massachusetts 
a selection of one hundred of them taking care to have an 
even representation from small town high schools, city high 
schools and regional high schools . The questionaire was sent 
out to the principals of these schools on April 4, 1959 and 
within fourteen days had received seventy-five completed 
10 
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questionaires.- These completed questionaires represent 
the source of information for my survey . 
SURVEY RESULTS 
The results of the survey have been included on the next 
several pages with tables and an interpretation of the tables 
included . 
The first question on the inquiry was "How many pupils 
in your school?" The answers ranged from sixty-five to 
twenty-two hundred and forty-three. This range should give 
a fairly accurate picture of the driving program in Mass -
achusetts high schools of all sizes . 
Table 1 . Survey of High 3chools Offering 
a Driver Education Course 
Response Number Percent 
( 1) ( 2) (3} 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 97% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . 5% 
No Response ..... 1 1 . 5% 
This indicates that most of the high schools polled in 
Massachusetts offer classroo1o instruction in driver education . 
!/See Appendix pgs. 30-32 
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One response was qualified with the comment that c l assroom 
instruction was required of all me~bers of the junior class . 
All others merely indicated that the program is offered in 
their school . The single no indicated that as of January 
1959 the entire driving program has been discontinued in 
their school, but for reasons of their own chose to complete 
the survey . The Q£ response to this question also included 
a note indicating that the driving program had been dis-
continued at their school but no indication of the reason 
for the cessation of the program . 
Table lA Availability of the Driver 
Education Course to All Students 
of Driving Age 
Response Number Percent 
(1) (2) (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 63~ 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 34% 
No Response . . . . 2 3~ 
Sixty-three percent of the responses indica~ed that they 
offer the classroom instruction to all students in their 
schools of driving age . Some of the thirty-four percent of 
the no ' s qualified their answers with comments about the 
difficulty of scheduling all of their eligible students . 
Many schools limit their programs to the members of the 
junior and senior classes . 
Table lB Availability of the Driver 
Education Course to Students 
Already Licensed 
Response Number Percent 
-(1 ) (2) (3) 
Yes ......... .. 59 79% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 18% 
No Response ... 2 3% 
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There are many reasons why some of these schools cannot 
offer this classroom instruction to those who are already 
licensed . The most importe.nt of these is the lack of 
classroom space and an inadequate number of available 
teachers . 
Another suggested reason is that those who a r e already 
licensed display a set of attitudes and habits that are 
carried over into the classes of non-drivers . With more 
available facilities these individuals could take their 
classes seperately without influencing others . 
Table lC Classroom Hours Offered to 
Students of Driver Education 
Courses 
Response Number Percent 
(1) ( 2) (3) 
More than 20 hours 45 60% 
20 hours 21 28% 
Less than 20 hours 4 6% 
No Response 4 6% 
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Most schools offer more classroom hours to their students 
than are required by the Massachusetts Registry of Motor 
Vehicles and some even offe r more than are recommended by 
the National Education Association . The range in the "more 
than twenty hours" group was from twenty-one to sixty hours . 
It is quite possible that the figures given for t he "less 
than twenty hours" group may not be valid because if this is 
true, these schools are not properly certifying their 
students . It is possible that there was a misinterpretation 
of the meaning of the question on the original questionaire . 
Table 2 survey of High Schools Offering 
a Driver Training Course 
Response Number Percent 
(1) (2) (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . 68 91% 
No . . . . . . . . . . 5 6% 
No response . . 2 3% 
There are some few high schools which for some reason 
or another have not included an on the road training 
program along witn their driver education program . Two 
reasons given for non-participation were lack of funds for 
instruction and inability to successfully acquire or share 
an automobile . This accounts for only six percent of the 
schools polled in the survey . However, the majority of 
Massachusetts high schools do offer on the road training 
for complete certification by the Massachuset ts Registry 
of r~tor Vehicles. This means that each student receives 
at least six hours of instruction behind the wheel and six 
more as an observer in the car while another student rece-
ives his driving instructions . 
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Table 2A Availability of the Driver 
Training Course to all Students 
of Driving Age 
Response Number Percent 
(1) (2) (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . 35 47% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 47% 
No Response 5 6% 
Almost half of the schools polled make the road 
training available to all of the students of driving age 
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in their schools . The reasons given for a n2 were similar 
to those given for a similar question about driver education 
classes, chiefly, scheduling problems. Often one finds 
students in the freshman and sophomore classes who are at 
the legal driving age and most schools which find they have 
scheduling difficulties will exclude these individuals from 
the courses until all others have completed the established 
program . It is possible that in this question a note should 
have been made of the possibility of this problem in any 
given school . This is probably of little concern to those 
smaller high schools whose entire eligible group would be 
small enough to be handled by the oxistant staff . 
Table 2B Availability of Driver T raining 
Course to Students Already 
Licensed 
Response Number Percent 
(1) (2} (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 72% 
No ..... ........ 16 21% 
No response • • • • 6 7% 
. A driver training program that includes those already 
licensed is carried on by 72% of the schools polled . The 
remainder of the schools indicated that both time and 
scheduling of those not licensed would not allow for the 
participation of the licensed . Another reason which was 
mentioned only occasionally but which probably affects a 
lot more schools was this general idea that those students 
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who have been previously trained or who have already learned 
to drive have set attitudes and habits which would prove 
hard to change and while doing so would have a bad effect on 
all of the others . This may be rationalizing on the part 
of some administrators because other schools are successful 
in this area . 
Table 3 Survey of High Schools Which 
Have a Follow-up Program to 
Determine the Effectiveness 
of the Dr iving Program 
Response Number Percent 
(1) (2) (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . 10 13% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 84% 
No Response . . . 2 3% 
The procedure for such a program seems to be quite 
17 
involved and time consuming and administrators are reluctant 
to become involved in this phase of the program. To be 
effective a follow-up program would necessitate the in-
stitution of a file on every student completing the course 
and a careful record kept of their activities as drivers 
through the crucial years until they had arrived at the age 
of twenty-five . Unless there were some arrangements made 
with insurance companies or the Registry of Motor Vehicles 
it would be virtually impossible to keep tract of all these 
people . 
Eighty-four percent of the schools polled have no 
follow-up program instituted as yet, although some of them 
indicated that plans for starting such a follow-up had begun . 
The thirteen per cent who indicated that such a program 
does exist admitted that it was very sketchy and dependent 
upon the reports of the individual involved . 
Table 4 Survey of Academic Credit Given 
for Completton of Driving Program 
Response Number Percent 
{1) (2) (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . 38 50 .5% 
No ....... .... 36 48% 
No Response .. 1 1 . 5% 
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Approximately half of the schools polled give no credit 
for completing this course. Some of them indicated that the 
course must be taken during study periods or gymnasium 
classes . Others which do give academic credit indicate 
that the number of cla.ssroom hours and road training hours 
deserve some recognition on school records . The usual credit 
given is one, as twenty class hours represents in most schools 
one full period per week for an entire school year . It is 
recommended by the National Education Association that 
academic credit be given for this course . 
Table 5 Survey of Number of Girls or Boys 
Taking Advantage of the Availability 
of These Courses 
Response Number Percent 
(1) (2) {3) 
More girls than 
boys . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 46% 
More boys than 
girls . . . . . . . . . . . 9 13% 
Approximately even 19 26% 
No response . . ...•• 13 15% 
These figures are perhaps more significant than they 
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might appear to be . Insurance companies have indicated that 
those t r ained in driver training programs have a fifty per-
cent better accident rate than those who are not so trained . 
Is it possible that the sex of the individuals that have 
this trained background is a factor in the accident rate? 
Are not boys apt to be faster drivers, hence more of an 
accident risk? It is interesting to note that 46% of the 
responses indicated that a larger number of eligible girls 
took advantage of this opportunity than did the boys . 
Table 6 Number of Automobile Driving 
Clubs Associated with the 
Driving Program 
Response Number Percent 
{1) (2) ( 3) 
Yes ...... ..... 2 2 . 7% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 96% 
No Response .. . 1 1 .3% 
Automobile driving clubs associated with the school 
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program are not too popular . Only two of the schools polled 
indicated that such a club existed in their schools and 
they did not specify the extent , content or goals of these 
clubs . To activate a club that would enhance the driving 
program would call for a considerable amount of time, which 
in the crowded schedules of today's high school would be 
difficult to arrange; and in expense, which would call for 
some well planned salesmanship to justify the addition to 
the school budget . 
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Table 7 Survey of Number of Students 
Taking Courses for Insurance 
Premium savings 
Response Number Percent 
~1~ (2} (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 64% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 33% 
No Response . . . . . 2 3% 
This question called for an opinion from the school 
principals . There is no way that one could be positive in 
their statements that insurance premium savings could be or 
could not be the prime motive for anyone taking this course . 
However, in the considered opinion of sixty-four percent of 
these administrators this is the prime motive . Four of the 
responses qualified thei r answers to show that they believed 
that parental desire for savings is the real backbone of 
the driving program. The savings can be about thirty-dollars 
a year for a period of nine years for complete certification 
by the Registry of U.otor Vehicles. 
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In answer to a question relative to unique administrative 
problems only twenty-three administrators answered "yes," 
but those twenty-three listed several problems that they must 
face in administering this program. The most frequently 
mentioned problem was that of scheduling. Because of the 
many conflicts it often becomes necessa.ry to hold these 
classes after regular school hours or during gymnasium 
classes and study periods . Closely allied to this schedul-
ing problem is the problem of arranging time for state 
road tests . These sometimes call for releasing students 
from regular classes in order to take this test . 
Administrators as well as teachers object to this infringe-
ment upon the regular academic subjects. 
The difficulty of hiring qualified driver training 
teachers is another problem of administrators. Since most 
of these programs are carried out on a part time basis, with 
the growing demand for the course more part time teachers 
are needed but not enough are available . 
T he Massachusetts Automobile Dealers Association has 
an arrangement with the Massachusetts high schools to supply 
automobiles for the driving programs but lately the individ-
ual dealers have become more and more disinclined to put out 
a new automobile for this purpose . This makes the acquisition 
of an automobile a major administrative problem . 
The need for making a selection of pupils due to some 
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of these difficulties has lead to a serious public relations 
problem . Parents whose children are excluded from the 
program for one reason or another cause administrators more 
difficulty than one can realize . The parents have a legit-
imate complaint if we accept the theory that public support 
of the entire program is based on the insurance premium 
savings . Some other public relations problems have been the 
objection of some of the people to the constant use of certain 
streets in town for the practice driving that must be done . 
Also, there is often a misunderstanding by the local citizens 
of the use of the school driving car for other than its 
obvious use . This car is supposed to be used for the 
purpose of driver training program only, unless otherwise 
stated by the dealer who is the supplier . 
Some high schools work on a shared car basis. In 
these circumstances it is easy to see how administrative 
problems would arise as a result of non-cooperation by one 
or the other of the participating schools. 
The cost of the driving program in the schools of 
Massachusetts varies greatly because of a number of factors. 
The cost to some schools is as low as sixteen dollars per 
pupil, and to others as high as one hundred-nineteen dollars 
per pupil. This depends a great deal on the salary schedule 
of the community polled . In most of the schools polled the 
cost was between twenty-eight and thirty-three dollars per 
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pupil. In a breakdown of expenses the largest cost is for 
instruction . In schools where a full time instructor is 
employed this has been recorded as highas i6000 per year . 
In many schools the instr uction is on a part time basis and 
since it is paid on an hourly basis does not often exceed 
$1000 per year. Automobile insurance premiums vary accord-
ing to the community but run between $125-$150 dollars . 
Expenses for ext books and car repairs account for another 
$100 . This appears to make this course quite an expensive 
undertaking for any school . 
There is no set pattern of instruction in the classroom 
since a variety of text books is used. But the "on the 
road" training does not vary much fro!ll school to school 
because it is done according to the direction of the 
N.assachusetts Registry of ~:otor Vehicles in Le~ Plans 
For Practice Driving Instruction by Eugene J. Fanning, 
Supervisor, Driver Education and Training. 
Table 8 Should a Driver Education Program 
Be a Prerequisite to a Drivers 
License? 
Response Nu:nber Percent 
(1} (2) (3) 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 80% 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 13% 
No Response .... 5 7% 
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An overwhelming eighty percent of those polled believed 
that this program should be required of all persons desirous 
of a driver ' s license . Much has been said about the benefits 
of such a program, but most administrators feel that it 
should not be the responsibility of the school to carry 
out this plan . However, it is obvious that the public 
school is best prepared to handle classes of this type . 
With its ready supply of cl a s sroom furniture and the o"ly 
existing supply of instructors to put such a program into 
operation the public school seems to be the best agency 
for this purpose. Some states have already made pre -
requisites of this type . 
CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSION 
~ie drivers of America have still refused to recognize 
the problems that exists on our highways . Many operators 
of automobiles with improper attitudes, lack of knowledge 
of the natural and man-made laws that govern us while we 
drive, still continue to burn un the highways safe in their 
own belief that "it can not happen to me." Even as late as 
Memorial Day weekend in 1959 the National Safety Council 
was making its predictions of the number of people who 
would die as a result of automobile accidents (and, by the 
way, predicting short of the actual count . ) This indicates 
that we do need this driver education program. If nothing 
else is accomplished some of the new operators are going 
on to the highway with good driving attitudes and a basic 
understanding of the mechanical operation of their auto-
mobile . Along with this they will know their physical 
limitations and what to expect from their vehicle when it 
is put to the test under emergency conditions . 
~assachusetts high schools are participating in this 
driver education program to some extent, although as a result 
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of the survey that was taken it would seem that a general 
feeling of apathy had begun to destroy its chances for 
success . This is not to say that school administrators and 
teaching personel have this apathy, but from the comments 
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of the principals polled, it seemed as if those who are 
concerned with school budgets and the suppliers of automotive 
equipment were beginning to take a long look at the program 
and to try to assess its immediate value . As a result there 
have been serious cutbacks in the program . All students of 
driving age in Massachusetts are not offered this program . 
This defeats the intent of the whole thing. If some students 
are excluded from this course because they have already been 
licensed or because of conflict of schedule other arrangements 
should be made to allow these people to enter. If it is a 
problem of finances , every effort should be made to sell this 
program to the public so that they will realize the long-range 
benefits that will come from this. 
One of the areas in which Massachusetts high schools 
show failure is that of an adequate follow-up program . No 
school sampled has devised a plan by which it can determine 
from year to year just how effective in terms of safety on 
the highway its own program has been . It seems that we 
ought to be able to evaluate the things that we do and in 
this area we are not able to do this . 
It has been indicated several times that the building 
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of good attitudes is the essential reason for having a 
driver education course . How is it possible to build these 
attitudes as long as the public believes that the most im-
portant reason for taking the course is a financial saving 
on insurance premiums? Sixty-four percent of the adminis-
trators polled are convinced that this is the reason why 
most students take the course . Massachusetts high schools 
have failed to educate the public in this respect. Perhaps 
this incentive should not be dangled before the eyes of 
either the participants or those who pay the bills. 
Another interesting conclusion can be drawn from the 
fact that more girls than boys avail themselves of the 
opportunity to take this course. The significant thing 
here is that the course is usually offered to seniors first, 
and since most high school students arrive at driving age 
in Massachusetts before they become seniors, many of them, 
particularly the boys , choose not to wait until they become 
eligible to register for the course. Perhaps the schools 
should reverse their procedure and offer this course to 
those students as they reach the elibible age of sixteen . 
In this way all youngsters of le~al driving age in Mass-
achusetts high schools would be trained in the manner 
prescribed by the driving instructors in that hi~h school . 
~assachusetts high schools in general are living up 
to the goals that have been set insofar as the public has 
allowed them to. A better program of public relations is 
needed to inform the public of these goals and to enlist 
their support toward reaching them . 
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APPE~DIX T 
April 4, 1959 
Dear Sir: 
I am writing a thesis as a partial requirement for 
the degree of Master of Education from Boston University . 
This thesis is entitled An Appraisal of the Driver 
Training Program in ~rassachusetts High Schools . 
I am enclosing a questionaire which I hope you will 
please complete and return in the self addressed and stamped 
envelope which is also enclosed . 
I sincerely believe that this study will have some 
use in showing the value of the driver training program in 
our schools . 
Thank you. 
Respectfully, 
Ralph c. Steeves 
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APPENDIX II 
1. How many pupils are there in your school? ________ _ 
2 . Does your school offer a driver education course? ____ 
3 . Is this course available to all students of driving 
age? __________ _ 
4 . Is this course available to students already licensed? ____ 
5. Does your school offer a driver training course? ________ __ 
6 . Is this course available to all students of driving 
age? ________ __ 
7. Is this course available to students already licensed? 
8 . Does your school have a follow-up pr ogram to determine 
the effectiveness of its driving program? ________ _ 
9 . What is the approximate number of pupils who complete 
this program each year in your school? __________ _ 
10 . Of the total eliEible pupils what percentage of girls 
register for these courses? Boys? ______ __ 
11 . Does your school give academic credit for completing 
the driver education program? ________ __ 
12. How many staff members are involved in this program? 
FUll time Part time 
----------
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13. What is the approximate cost of this program in your 
school each year? 
a. Instruction ---------------
b. Equipment ei. texts, 
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automobile, etc. ________________ _ 
14. What text do you use? 
15. How many classroom hours do you offer to your 
students? 
-----------
16. Is there any type of automobile driving club associated 
with your driving program? ____________ __ 
If so, specify 
17. Do you believe your students take this course mainly 
because of the future saving in insurance premiums? ______ _ 
18. Are there any unique administrative problems that arise 
as a result of this program? ________ If so, explain 
briefly 
19. Do you believe that a driver education program should 
be a prerequisite to a drivers license? 
----------------
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